AGENDA
City of Bedford
Regular Meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
Wednesday, August 18,2021, 6:00 PM
Bedford City Hall Building A
Council Chambers
2000 Forest Ridge Drive
Bedford, TX 76021
REGULAR SESSION
CALL TO ORDER
CLOSED SESSION
The Board will meet in closed session pursuant to Section 551.071 to conduct a private
consultation with its attorney on any legally posted agenda item, when the City Council
seeks the advice of its attorney about pending or contemplated litigation, a settlement
offer, or on a matter in which the duty of the attorney to the governmental body under the
Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly
conflicts with the provisions of Chapter 551:
•

Legal advice regarding Zoning Board of Adjustment proceedings

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. Consider approval of the following Zoning Board of Adjustment minutes:
January 15, 2020 regular meeting
PUBLIC HEARING
2. Conduct a public hearing and consider action on Variance Case PZ-ZBA VARIANCE2021-50053, a variance request from Section 4.1.B of the City of Bedford Zoning
Ordinance to allow an accessory structure to be located in the required front or side
yard or in front or beside the principal structure. The legal description is Quail Crest
Estates, Block 4, Lot 35, with the physical address being 224 Eagle Court, Bedford,
Texas. The property is zoned R-9,000 Single-Family Residential Detached District and
is generally located at the southwest intersection of Eagle Court and Blue Quail Lane.
(PZ-ZBA VARIANCE-2021-50053)
ADJOURNMENT
CERTIFICATION
I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that this Notice of Meeting was posted on the outside window in a display cabinet at the City Hall of the City of
Bedford, Texas, a place convenient and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said Notice was posted by the following date and time:
Friday, August 13, 2021, at 5:00 p.m., and remained so posted at least 72 hours before said meeting convened.

________________________________________ _____________________________
Wes Morrison
Date Notice Removed
Neighborhood Services/Planning Manager
Zoning Board of Adjustment
(Auxiliary aids and services are available to a person when necessary to afford an equal opportunity to participate in City functions and activities. Auxiliary aids
and services or accommodations must be requested in writing to the City Secretary’s Office a minimum of seventy-two hours (72) hours prior to the scheduled
starting time of the posted meeting. Requests can be delivered in person or mailed to the City Secretary’s Office at 2000 Forest Ridge Drive, Bedford, TX 76021,
or emailed to citysecretary@bedfordtx.gov. Some requests may take longer due to the nature, extent and/or availability of such auxiliary aids, services or
accommodations.)
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a) January 15, 2020

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 15, 2020

STATE OF TEXAS

§

COUNTY OF TARRANT

§

CITY OF BEDFORD

§

DRAFT

The Zoning Board of Adjustment of the City of Bedford, Texas, met in work session at 5:30 PM
and regular session at 6:00 PM to discuss items on the agenda in the Council Chamber of City
Hall, 2000 Forest Ridge Drive on the 15th day of January 2020, with the following members
present:
Chairperson:

Gina Day

Vice Chairperson:

Jack Thompson

Members:

Renee Chappell
Charles Baetz
Scott Kim

Constituting a quorum.
Staff present included:
Bill Syblon
Kristtina Starnes

Development Director
Planning and Zoning Assistant

(The following items were considered in accordance with the official agenda posted on the 3rd day of
January 2020.)
CALL TO ORDER
Work Session was called to order at 5:30 p.m.
WORK SESSION
The Board and Staff reviewed and discussed items on the regular agenda.
Work Session was adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
REGULAR SESSION
The Zoning Board of Adjustment convened in the Council Chamber at 6:00 PM and the Regular Session
began.
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CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Day called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1.

Consider approval of the following Zoning Board of Adjustment meetings minutes:
a) October 23, 2019 regular meeting
Motion:

Board Member Baetz made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of October 23, 2019.
Board Member Vice Chairman Thompson seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows:

Board Members Chappell, Baetz, Kim, Vice Chairman Thompson and Chairperson Day
Ayes:
Nays:
None
Abstention: None
Motion approved 5-0-0. Chairperson Day declared the motion approved.
PUBLIC HEARING
2. Public hearing and action upon Variance Case PZ-ZBA Variance-2019-00050106, a

request from Section 5.5.B of the City of Bedford Zoning Ordinance for MedCore
Partners to be granted relief from the screening requirement between incompatible
zoned districts. The legal description is Parkview Addition, Block 1, Lot 1R, and the
address is 1400 Hospital Parkway, Bedford, Texas. The property is zoned Light
Commercial (L) and is generally located north of Parkview Lane and east of Hospital
Parkway. (PZ-ZBA VARIANCE-2019-00050106)

Chairperson Day recognized Bill Syblon, who gave an overview of variance case PZ-ZBA
VARIANCE-2019-50106.
Chad Suitonu, petitioner, 12377 Merit Drive, Suite 500, Dallas, Texas.
Chairperson Day opened the public hearing at 6:03 p.m.
Chairperson Day closed the public hearing at 6:04 p.m.
Motion:

Board Member Chappell made a motion to approve variance case PZ-ZBA VARIANCE2019-50106 stipulating that the bushes are maintained at six-foot minimum height and
24-foot on center.
Board Member Kim seconded the motion and the vote was as follows:

Board Members Chappell, Baetz, Kim, Vice Chairman Thompson and Chairperson
Day
Nays:
Board Member Baetz
Abstention: None
Ayes:
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Motion was 4-1-0. Chairperson Day approved special exception case PZ-ZBA VARIANCE-201950106 stipulating that the bushes are to be maintained at six-foot minimum height and 24-foot on
center.
ADJOURNMENT
Chairperson Day adjourned the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting at 6:41 p.m.
______________________________
Gina Day, Chairperson
Zoning Board of Adjustment
ATTEST:

______________________
Kristtina Starnes
Planning & Zoning Assistant
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PUBLIC HEARING
VARIANCE CASE
PZ-ZBA VARIANCE-2021-50053

Zoning Board of Adjustment Staff Report
August 18, 2021
Case# PZ-ZBA VARIANCE-2021-50053

Prepared by: Wes Morrison

Request:
Conduct a public hearing and action on a variance request from Section 4.1.B of the City of Bedford Zoning
Ordinance to allow an accessory structure to be located in the required front or side yard or in front or
beside the principal structure. The legal description is Quail Crest Estates, Block 4, Lot 35, and the address
is 224 Eagle Court, Bedford, Texas. The property is zoned R-9,000 Single-Family Residential Detached
District and is generally located at the southwest intersection of Eagle Court and Blue Quail Lane.
Background:
The property owner installed a horse statue in a planter which is located within the front yard. In response
to a complaint, a Neighborhood Services Officer conducted a site inspection and determined that the
structure was encroaching in the required front yard setback. The Zoning Ordinance defines a “structure”
as “anything constructed or erected which requires location on the ground or is attached to something
having a location on the ground, including but not limited to, advertising signs, billboards, and poster
panels, but exclusive of customary fences or boundary or retaining walls.” The horse statue is located
within a planter that is affixed to the ground; therefore, it constitutes a “structure”.
In response to the notice from Neighborhood Services, the property owner has submitted a building permit
for an accessory structure (horse statue) to be located within the required front yard setback. Section
4.1.B(1) of the Zoning Ordinance states:
“Accessory buildings and structures may not be located in the required front or side yard or in front of or
beside the principal structure so that it may appear to be in the front or side yard.”
Zoning and Site Conditions:
The property is located within the R-9,000 zoning district which predominately only allows detached singlefamily uses, the lot is approximately 10,300 square feet in size and developed with a 2,100 square foot
single-family structure. Per the plat, the lot in question has a 25-foot front yard building line along Eagle
Court and a 15-foot side yard building line along Blue Quail Lane. The surrounding area is developed as
an established single-family neighborhood and is surrounded by similar uses and zoning classifications.
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Variance Criteria and Analysis:
The placement of the horse statue is in violation of Section 4.1.B(1) and requires an approved variance to
allow it to remain in its current location.
Section 6.5.C(1) outlines criteria that must be met for a variance to be granted, those criteria and an analysis
of each are as follows:
a. That the variance is not contrary to the public interest;
The purpose of restricting structures in the required front yard or accessory structures
from being located in front of the primary structure is to ensure a consistent appearance
from the street that provides for open space and prevents from overcrowding the lot in
question. Ensuring the space between the street and the principal structure helps in
keeping an aesthetically pleasing appearance of the neighborhood.
b. That due to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in
unnecessary hardship;
Special conditions are typically related a unique physical trait on the property such as
topography of the land, drainage ditch or some other feature that is unique to the lot in
question and would create situation where enforcement of the ordinance would deny the
property owner use of their property. In this particular case, no such hardship has been
provided, the structure in question could be placed in another area on the lot to comply
with the ordinance.
c. That by granting the variance the spirit of the ordinance is observed; and
As already stated, the purpose of the setback requirement is to keep a consistent open space
appearance throughout the neighborhood, allowing encroachments into that space
minimizes the spirit of the ordinance.
d. That substantial justice will be realized by granting of the variance.
Granting of the requested variance does not provide justice, the granting without any
special condition found on the property could set a precedent for future request and
therefore continue to diminish the purpose of the setback requirements.
Attachments:
Exhibit A: Location Map/Aerial
Exhibit B: Site Pictures
Exhibit C: Variance Application
Exhibit D: Adjacent Property Owner Response
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Location Map/ Aerial

Site Pictures
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ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNER
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
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-----Original Message----From: Tracey Monts-Curtis
Sent: Sunday, August 1, 2021 8:08 PM
To: Andrea Roy <Andrea.Roy@bedfordtx.gov>
Subject: Horse statue on Eagle Ct Bedford
EXTERNAL SENDER
My husband and I live across the street and caddy corner from this. We feel it effects the property value
of our home. If we were trying to sell our home right now, it would be a determining factor in a buyers
mind when driving up to our property. It’s also an eye sore to our culdesac. Everyone on our little street
was stopping and talking poorly about it after he put it up. Surely he had to know his neighbors would
have an opinion about a statue this large in his front yard. He didn’t care. It used to be the statue in the
parking lot of a bar in Bedford called Broncos, it’s tacky. Maybe he should enjoy it in his backyard.
Best wishes,
Tracey Monts-Curtis
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-----Original Message----From: Raymalee Allman
Sent: Monday, August 2, 2021 4:06 PM
To: Andrea Roy <Andrea.Roy@bedfordtx.gov>
Subject: Re: 224 Eagle Court- ZBA Case re: Statue
EXTERNAL SENDER
Andrea
Thank you for getting back to me regarding the eyesore of blue horse at 224 Eagle Court.
This horse used to be I front of the Ice House in Bedford. It does not belong as a neighborhood lawn
ornamentation. This really hurts the value of our property if it is allowed to remain. We have a
neighbor who will be putting her house on the market this month since she is moving out of state and
this will definitely hurt the sale of her home. When he purchased this horse he had to have a crane put
it in its present location (which he did during the evening). Obviously realizing that his neighbors do not
approve.
This is not the first issue we have had with this neighbor in the past. (Smokers, RV’s, huge truck for
some business, trailers that block the fire hydrant) parked on the street. He constantly brings home
things and piles it on his porch which is so full of items that he has put up plywood to cover the side
gates because neighbors were complaining about this.
If he is allowed to keep this unsightly horse in his front yard this is just the beginning of what he will
bring later. So we are asking the board to please have him remove this horse from his property as it is
not just and obnoxious statue but it is not secured in the ground, it is just sitting on top of the dirt in that
flower box ( which is a hazard if it should fall).
Thank you
Raymalee Allman
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-----Original Message----From: Amanda Mangano
Sent: Tuesday, August 3, 2021 11:09 AM
To: Bedford Planning and Zoning Information <zoning.info@bedfordtx.gov>
Subject: Zoning Variance Requested - Quail Crest/ Eagle Drive (Giant Horse)
EXTERNAL SENDER
Good Morning,
I like many neighbors called to find out information on a zoning variance sign. This morning I spoke to a
very helpful and informative person in the city zoning office who informed me that the owner of the
giant blue horse has requested a zoning variance to keep said structure.
I would like to submit my opinion/request/vote, whatever the proper terminology required to oppose
the giant horse be allowed to remain in Quail Crest Estates, or any neighborhood. This giant horse was
brought in with a crane, to a hoarders yard. The resident who owns this property does not upkeep the
property and according to long time neighbors has had issues with this type of behavior for some time.
Just because you can purchase something of this magnitude does not mean the entire neighborhood
wants to see it predominately displayed.
I have lived in Quail Crest Estates for four years. My family and I searched the area for a neighborhood
that upkept their property, laws, and took pride in their residence. With the exception of very few, we
have been lucky to have found that here. The horse statue depreciates the value of the neighborhood,
looks trashy and does not fit the area in any way. It is also not secured and could potentially be a hazard
on the corner of a public intersection.
Additionally, the horse is inappropriate as it displays half of its genitalia to anyone who crosses by. It
serves as a good laugh, but was not a pleasant conversation to have with my three young children.
Please consider requiring that the horse be forever removed from our neighborhood.
Thank you for your consideration.
Amanda Mangano
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-----Original Message----From: Richard Gauthier
Sent: Tuesday, August 3, 2021 7:50 PM
To: Bedford Planning and Zoning Information <zoning.info@bedfordtx.gov>
Subject: Horse Statue on Blue Quail
EXTERNAL SENDER
To whom in may concern.
I am curious as to what constitutes this horse as a structure. We have countless structures such as
fountains and large stones in the neighborhood. We have unsightly fences, Some nuisance barking dogs
which are for more of a problem than that horse. Vehicles over 3/4 ton parked on the streets and many
other issues which are technically violations.
I live on xxx and noticed the sign requesting a zoning change for the “Structure” (Looks like a Horse to
me) on Blue Quail. I do not particularly care for it but I am definitely opposed to any action the may
force the owner to remove it. It is his property and as long as he keeps his lawn cut and trees relatively
trimmed the Horse is NOT an issue. It seems there is a small contingent who want to run other people’s
lives. Please live and let live. Next they will want fountains which they find distasteful to be removed.
And after that who knows what else. This horse has been the topic of conversation amongst me and my
neighbors for a few months now. If anything it has given us all a reason to reconnect in conversation.
Most everyone in the area feels the same way. It is a bit unsightly but it is not our place to have him
remove it. As a former president of Quail Crest Homeowners Association I understand the difficulty of
dealing with some neighbors. If we enforce the letter of the law the violations of the association bylaws
are countless. And most of the violations are not legal violations. For Example Satellite dishes and
television antennas are considered a homeowners association violation in our development. The rule is
not egal because a Federal law by the FCC requires the allowance of reception of Radio and Television
signals through these devices. That is only one of many contradictory rules I had to deal with as the
president of this association. Please I implore to leave this issue alone and let the individual keep his
horse if he so desires. This feud which is precipitated by a few individuals is detrimental to our
community and no place for city interference.
If you want to fix something, do something about my drainage. When it rains I get runoff from the cities
of Hurst, Colleyville and my neighbor which wash mud into my driveway. Fix that bu leave the horse
alone.
I unfortunately cannot attend the meeting but I am on the side of the owner of the Horse statue.
Regards,
Richard Gauthier

ZBA Agenda Item #2 PZ-ZBA VARIANCE-2021-50053 | Page 5 of 8

-----Original Message----From: Andrew Woolen
Sent: Wednesday, August 4, 2021 1:11 PM
To: Bedford Planning and Zoning Information <zoning.info@bedfordtx.gov>
Subject: Zoning Variance Request (Horse on Eagle)
EXTERNAL SENDER
To whom it may concern:
I am writing to voice my strong opposition to the horse "statue" that has been emplaced on the corner
of Eagle and Blue Quail.
The statue creates a public nuisance and safety hazard, given that it is in full display near an intersection
that contains stop signs. On more than one occasion I have personally witnessed cars driving unsteadily
in their given lanes or loitering at the stop signs due to their observation of the statue.
If this property was a ranch or some sort of equestrian related establishment, I could certainly
understand its presence. I'm also of the personal opinion that moving it to the privacy of the home
owners back yard is an acceptable option.
However, given that it is prominently displayed at such a public and busy traffic intersection in the heart
of our neighborhood, I request that the board/members considering this request disallow it.
Should the owner be given the variance, they should at the very least be required to cover up the
bottom half of the statue, given its undisguised display of horse anatomy.
After being a resident and voter in Euless for over a decade, my hope is that Bedford also has an eye out
for keeping the city in proper working order for all citizens.
Thanks,
Andrew Woolen
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-----Original Message----From: Brenda Read
Sent: Thursday, August 5, 2021 6:46 PM
To: Andrea Roy <Andrea.Roy@bedfordtx.gov>
Subject: 224 Eagle Court - ZBA Case re: STATUE
Importance: High
Good evening Andrea,
I hope that my email is not too late to voice my concerns and feelings for the STATUE on the corner of
my street. I have lived in Quail Crest Estates since October of 1997. I love my neighborhood and
neighbors. I feel like for the most part everyone takes great care & has pride of their
property. However, this recent addition of the enormous ugly statue has changed the feeling of our
neighborhood. This statue more appropriately belongs in an amusement park, museum, football
stadium, restaurant or THE BAR it came from. Anywhere in a commercial environment is where it
belongs. It does not belong in a residential environment “family neighborhood”! I feel as though the
VALUE of my property as well as my neighbors has been lowered and greatly affected by the addition of
this Statue.
We need your help to get this statue out of our family oriented community. In addition to the statue
being an eye sore, it is also inappropriate. Come take a look please �
Sincerely,
Brenda Read
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-----Original Message----From: Don Peterson
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 4:21 PM
To: Andrea Roy <Andrea.Roy@bedfordtx.gov>
Subject: Zoning Change
EXTERNAL SENDER
Good afternoon Andrea. I am writing this email to express my concern over the proposed zoning change
in our neighborhood…specifically 224 Eagle Ct.
As you are aware, Ron Fulton (224 Eagle Ct.) placed a statue of a horse in his front yard several weeks
ago to the dismay of most if not all of the neighborhood. Ron is a decent enough guy but made a poor
decision.
The statue doesn’t belong in a residential neighborhood. It’s an eyesore and can only effect property
values in a negative way. Also, if we allow a zoning change for the horse…what else might show up in
the neighborhood.
I urge the board to reject the proposed zoning change and have the statue moved immediately.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Don Peterson
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