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State of Texas §        
County of Tarrant §   
City of Bedford § 
 
The Parks and Recreation Board of the City of Bedford met in a regular session at the Old 
Bedford School Meeting Room on August 1, 2013 with the following in attendance: 
 
1. Douglas Allbach   Present 
2. Jeannette Cook   Present 
3. Linda Flemming  Present 
4 Charles Higginbotham  Present  
5. Doyle Lee   Absent 
6. Lisa McMillan  Present 

 7.  Andrea Sarnoff  Absent 
 8.  Cathy Schneider Present 
 9.  Dewey Tennant   Present 
10.  Drenda Witt  Present 
  

       
City Council/Staff Representatives Present: 
  Mirenda McQuagge-Walden - Managing Director of Community Services  

Eric Valdez – Recreation Manager 
Patricia Nolan – City Councilmember 

  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairperson Jeannette Cook. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
1.  Consider approval of the Parks and Recreation Board Minutes for June 6, 2013 Regular Meeting 
A motion was made by Drenda Witt, seconded by Linda Flemming, to approve the May minutes with 
the correction of the spelling of Linda Flemming’s last name in the minutes.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
2.  Discussion regarding a proposed bond election for Phase I of the Boys Ranch Park.  
Mirenda McQuagge-Walden reported that the City Council will take action on holding a bond election for 
approximately $3.2 million in bonds to fund Phase I of the Boys Ranch renovation project.  Lisa McMillan 
reported that she spoke on behalf of the Board at the last City Council meeting where they bond election 
was discussed in Work Session.  She asked the Council to consider an election to fund both Phase I and 
II of Boys Ranch Master Plan project, since the Phase II sports field projects would appear to garner more 
supports from residents then just the lake dredging project.  A motion was made by Lisa McMillan, 
seconded by Drenda Witt, recommending that the City Council hold a bond election for the approximately 
$7.8 million needed to fund both Phase I and Phase II of the Boys Ranch Master Plan.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
3. Update on the fence project at the Bark Park. 
It was reported that the new fencing at the Bark Park has been replaced with 6 foot fencing for both the 
small and large dog areas.  The contractor was able to fabricate extensions to the poles and fencing to 
gain the height without removing the concrete at the bottom.  Only the new fencing was raised; the old 
fencing is still at the lower height and will need to be replaced at a future date.  Board members expressed 
an interest in discussing the planned park layout and future phasing priorities at their next meeting.  
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4.  Discussion and possible action regarding the master list of priorities for the Park Board.  
The current Park Master Plan priorities list was reviewed by the Board.  It was the consensus of the 
members to keep the item list broad for future grant funding purposes, and provide more detail of specific 
project priorities within the annual budget request to Council each year.  A motion was made by Lisa 
McMillan, seconded by Dewey Tennant, to keep the Park Master Plan priorities list as it is currently 
written.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
5.  Discussion regarding a possible 5k fundraiser. 
Charles Higginbotham discussed the possibility of holding a 5K event as a fundraiser for parks.  The board 
expressed interest in doing this in the future and utilizing the Friends of the Parks group for help in 
planning and implementing.  It was noted that Splash would be holding a 2K-9 dog run before the Dog 
Splash Day on September 7th.  Eric Valdez will report to the Board how that event went at the October 
Parks Board meeting.   

 
6. Update on the Friends of the Park progress.  
It was reported that Friends of the Park had another good meeting and that it was the consensus of those 
present at the meeting to move forward with the Friends group.  Key people from the group will begin the 
organizing process. 
 
REPORTS 
 
7.  Discuss individual Park assignments: 

a. Bedford Trails – Charles and Jeannette reported that the new exercise stations look good; some 
areas need mowing. 

b. Boys Ranch – Park was reported to look good, but more trashcans are needed. 
c. Brook Hollow – Park looks good. 
d. Carousel – Drenda reported that the park is still closed. 
e. Central – No report. 
f. Harris Ryals – Looks great; one broken swing on east side. 
g. Meadowpark – Park looks good. 
h. Monterrey – Dewey reported the park looks good. 
i. Stormie Jones – Linda reported it looks great. 

 
8.  Staff updates on recreation programs. 

• 4th Fest went well; Staff is now busy working on the Labor Day Blue Fest preparations.  
• Dog Splash Day on Sept. 7th will feature a 2K-9 run this year at the start of the day. 
• Expect to have online registration available for classes and programs by the end of August. 

 
NEXT MEETING 

 
9.  The next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board will be held on Thursday,  
     September 5, 2013. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made by Drenda Witt and seconded by Dewey 
Tennant to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jeannette Cook, Chairperson 
City of Bedford, Parks & Recreation Board 
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